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CHILD MIGRATION

Discover why children leave their homes and families today
, Haus der Astronomie
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Matiére au programme
Migration

Une grande idée de la
science

Mots clés
Islamic Heritage

Tranche d'age
6-14
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Niveau d’'études
Primary School, Middle School

Durée
1h30

Taille du groupe
None

Supervisé par rapport ala
sécurité
Supervised

Dépense
Low (< ~5 EUR)

DESCRIPTION SUCCINCTE

Fatima Al-Fihri was an immigrant child. She had to migrate from Tunisia to Fez with her family,
most probably due to violent conflicts in her hometown Kairouan in modern Tunisia. During this
activity children learn about the fate of many other children today that are migrating from their
home countries to Europe. They talk about the reasons they had to migrate, from where they
came and about their hopes and dreams.

children (Credits: dainikpurbokone.net)

0BJECTIFS

Lieu
Indoors (small, e.g. classroom)

Compétences de base
Asking questions,
Communicating information

Type d’activité

d’apprentissage
Partial enquiry

Fig. 49 Refugee
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By studying a map, children learn about the roots of migration and the children that followed.
They also find out about the reasons they had to leave their home countries. In doing so, they
learn about geography and the political and climatic situations in other countries. Learning by
comparing and exchange of information constitutes the main learning skills.

OBJECTIFS PEDAGOGIQUES

After this activity, the children will be able to

* name the major regions and countries refugees come from.
* summarise the main reasons for leaving their homes.
* formulate their own opinion about this issue.

EVALUATION

After exchanging the experiences and view from resident and refugee children, let them
summarise the countries by e.g. writing them down on a blackboard or whiteboard. Discuss with
the children, which of the those countries share a common region (or continent) in the world.

Do the same with the reasons for leaving. Let the students make two lists: one for the reasons
resident children come up with and one for the true reasons the migrant children provide.
Discuss similarities and differences between the lists.

Ask the students (in writing or by telling) how they see the situation of refugees. What are their
own experiences when the two groups interact?

MATERIEL

* Map of migration routes
* Sheets of paper to draw and write the children's ideas on migration
* Colours and pencils

INFORMATIONS COMPLEMENTAIRES

Over the past few decades, migration has increased dramatically worldwide. War conflicts,
climate change, better access to information about distant places, relatives and friends who
have migrated and the opportunities for improving living standards all have increased
movements of individuals and families (UNICEF, Office of research - Innocenti). Europe has
received a huge amount of children that have travelled either alone or with with their families.
Today a large amount of these children have found new homes in Europe while others are still
waiting in refugee camps for being allowed to continue their trip.

DESCRIPTION COMPLETE DE L'ACTIVITE

* If you are immigrant child, try to identify your home country and the route that you took
to come to Europe.
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If you live already in Europe, identify on the map below where you live. Have you ever
seen refugee children?

Write on a sheet of paper the reasons you can think of why children have to leave their
homes.

Explain the risks that they will face while travelling to a safe country.

Describe how you feel about child migration.
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EUROPE'S REFUGEE CRISIS
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Fig. 50 Map of migration routes (Credits: dainikpurbokone.net)
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PROGRAMME SCOLAIRE

Space Awareness curricula topics (EU and South Africa)

The journey of ideas, Migration

CONCLUSION

This activity connects the migration of knowledge and people during history with the modern
challenge of migration to Europe. It helps fostering a mutual understanding between resident
and migrant children. Preconceptions can be corrected by direct interaction with children that
have experienced migration and its consequences by themselves. Still, each child can express

their own view on this topic.
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This resource was selected and revised by Space Awareness. Space Awareness is funded by the
European Commission's Horizon 2020 Programme under grant agreement n°® 638653
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